Policy statement

HIGHAM CRICKET CLUB has a duty of care to safeguard all children involved in Higham Cricket Club from harm. All children have a right to protection, and the needs of disabled children and others who may be particularly vulnerable must be taken into account. Higham Cricket Club will ensure the safety and protection of all children involved in Higham Cricket Club through adherence to the Child Protection guidelines adopted by Higham Cricket Club.
A child is defined as a person under the age of 18 (The Children Act 1989).

Policy aims

The aim of the Higham Cricket Club Child Protection Policy is to promote good practice:

· Providing children and young people with appropriate safety and protection whilst in the care of Higham Cricket Club;
· Allow all staff /volunteers to make informed and confident responses to specific child protection issues. 

Child Protection in Practice

Developing a child protection policy

Since April 2001, all sports organisations that receive public funding must have a child protection policy in place. If your organisation has not yet developed a policy, you can view a sample policy on this site.

If you want to create a positive and safe environment for children, it is vital to have clear guidelines for all those involved: staff, coaches, volunteers, participants and parents/carers.

Following a code of conduct

Many sports have developed codes of conduct in relation to child protection, based on the principle that sports organisations have a duty of care to safeguard children. This includes taking into account the needs of disabled children and others who may be particularly vulnerable.

If your organisation has not yet developed a code of conduct, here is an example:

· Respect the dignity and spirit of all athletes, including children and young adults. 

· Treat all athletes fairly. 

· Establish supportive, positive environments to encourage healthy competition, skill development, fun and achievement. 

· Avoid contact or conduct that may be interpreted as having sexual connotations or which your sport defines as inappropriate. 

· Do not take part in or tolerate behaviour that frightens, embarrasses or demoralises an athlete or that negatively affects their self esteem. 

· Do not tolerate acts of aggression. 

· Work towards eliminating harassment and abuse from sports environments. 

· Be prepared to intervene if a child or young person under 18 is being abused or neglected. 

· Practice fair play both during and outside of all sports activities. 'Fair play' is defined as showing considerate regard for athletes, staff, parents, spectators and officials; abiding by the rules of the sport; abiding by the officials' decisions. 

· Adhere to the policies of your sports organisation. 

